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7. “what’s the plan?”

What’s the context?
These natural English phrases could be used:

Study the natural English phrases
Use natural English phrases to complete the conversation maps below.

Example:  Discussing hopes and plans – 
I’m going to stay with my uncle.

• making social plans with people you don’t know well
• making social plans with good friends
• discussing hopes and plans

Look through the natural English boxes. Find natural English phrases that you could use in 
each of the different contexts above.
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Invite someone for coffee after the meeting.

Example: Would you like to go for coffee 
after the meeting?

Make an excuse. 

a) __________________________________

Accept the excuse. 

b) __________________________________

Invite someone to the cinema on Saturday.

c) ___________________________________

    ___________________________________

Accept. 

d) __________________________________

Suggest meeting at the Jungle Café first.

e) ___________________________________

Agree, and ask about your meeting time.

f) ___________________________________

Suggest 7.30. 

g) __________________________________

Accept. 

h) __________________________________



Activate the natural English phrases
Work with a partner

1. Practise reading out the dialogues from the conversation maps above. 
2. Read the same dialogues, but change the natural English phrases where possible.
3. �Read the same dialogues, but change key items of information  

(eg places, times, excuses.)
4. Create your own dialogues without using the conversation maps!
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Invite your colleague for a walk in the 
sunshine. 

i) ___________________________________

Make an excuse. Explain you can’t go because 
you’re busy finishing a report. 

j) ___________________________________

Suggest they finish the report tomorrow. 
(Why don’t you…?). 

k) ___________________________________

Say that you want to finish the report tonight. 
(I’m hoping to…) 

l) ___________________________________

Accept the excuse. 

m) __________________________________

These tips are brought to you by natural English,
the course where students use English naturally.


